Praise for this book... 'The wise use of urban agriculture can signifi cantly contribute to urban poverty reduction, as well as enhancing the resilience of cities in a changing climate. Countries as diverse as Ghana, Peru, Sri Lanka and Yemen are harnessing the potential of urban agriculture. This excellent publication offers a practical methodology to promote sound urban agriculture policies and practices.'
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Key readings on urban agriculture 165 The RUAF network was established in 1999 to respond to the increasing urban poverty and food insecurity due to the problems cities are facing in creating suffi cient formal employment opportunities for their growing populations. A growing body of research indicates that urban agriculture is making important contributions to reduction of urban poverty and food insecurity, social inclusion of disadvantaged groups (such as female-headed households with children and HIV/AIDS-affected families), the improvement of the urban environment (urban greening, reuse of wastes, biodiversity management) and reduction of vulnerability to climate change.
With this book the partners in the RUAF Foundation share the experiences they have gained in the Cities Farming for the Future (CFF) programme that they implemented between 2005 and 2008. It tells of the efforts of a large number of organizations -including municipal authorities, NGOs, producer groups, community-based organizations, universities, agricultural extension organizations and others -to jointly develop policies and action programmes on urban agriculture aiming at participatory governance, urban food security, urban poverty alleviation and enhanced urban environmental management.
The CFF programme focused on the development of regional training and planning capacities and facilitating multi-stakeholder policy formulation and action planning in 20 partner cities in 7 regions. The CFF programme sought to develop the capacity of local stakeholders to engage in participatory and multi-stakeholder diagnosis and strategic action planning on urban agriculture and to facilitate the integration of urban agriculture in local policies and institutional budgets and programmes.
The CFF programme was funded by the Environment and Development Department of the Directorate General for International Co-operation (DGIS, the Netherlands) and the International Development Research Centre (IDRC, Canada) with important contributions from the organizations participating in the RUAF Foundation and from local partners (especially the cooperating municipalities).
Experiences gained in each of the partner cities were periodically shared and systematized in order to learn from doing and adding bit by bit to a growing body of experience regarding the multi-stakeholder planning approach and effective policies and action programmes on urban agriculture.
The RUAF 'Cities Farming for the Future' programme has been evaluated as highly successful both by the stakeholders in the partner cities as well as by external evaluators. The latter judged that:
CFF has been very successful in changing the attitude of urban actors towards urban agriculture, has put urban agriculture high on the local policy agenda, has strongly contributed to the strengthening of participatory governance at city level, and at the same time the empowerment of urban producers, contributed to changes in sector and territorial policies at national level (e.g. Brazil, Ghana, Senegal and China) as well as to municipal policies and programmes in the RUAF partner cities (e.g. Lima, Bulawayo and Beijing) and has been able to reach diverse poor and very poor groups and to tailor the projects to their specifi cities (Y. Cabannes and M. Pasquini, Report on the Mid Term Review of the RUAF Cities Farming for the Future Programme, London, 2008).
The RUAF partners share these experiences in the expectation that these will be of value for all persons and organizations interested in contributing to the development of safe and sustainable agriculture in and around our cities that provides fresh and nutritious food at affordable prices, generates income and employment, especially for the urban poor, and makes important contributions to urban environmental management and adaptation to climate change.
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